
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  (HCLC)  

Minutes  for Counci l Meeting –  Apri l 25,  2020  

 

The April 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by President W endy Lambeth 

on Wednesday, April 25, 2020 at 10:10a.m.   (The March 2020 meeting was cancelled due 

to the Coronavirus stay-at-home order.)  As in-church worship services were also 

suspended for the same reason, Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a short service 

that included the celebration of Holy Communion.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda 

Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Kay Vaccaro and Sharon Wagner, as well as special 

guest Wayne Schaper.  John Cooper and Deacon Karen Davidson were not in attendance.  

(New Council members are Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda Cuzzort, John Cooper and 

Treasurer Ricki Finstad.)  
 

The minutes from the February Council Meeting were submitted by Julie Kilkenny, and 

after a correction, unanimously approved by Council.  They will be submitted for public-

ation in Crossties and on the website. 
 

The Treasurer’s report  was presented by Ricki Finstad and former Treasurer Wayne 

Schaper.    Mr. Schaper walked the new Council members through the report format, 

explaining some of the classifications, as well as the history of investment accounts.  

Treasurer Finstad reported that offerings for the month of March were $19,555, a 

decrease of $5,754 from February; year to date offerings were $76,423.00.  Expenses for 

March were $27,193, an increase of $685 over from February.  Year to date expenses 

were $7,444 greater than offerings taken in.  Mr. Finstad predicted that with the 

continued suspension of in-church worship services, April would be another tough 

month.  The checking account balance at 3/31/20 was $244,898, not including restricted 

funds.  The Endowment Committee has $678.04 interest available for disbursement.  Mr. 

Finstad thanked Mr. Schaper for his many years of service as Treasurer and for his help in 

the transition of duties to Mr. Finstad.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously  approved 

as presented. 

  

Pastoral Staff Reports:  
 

Pastor Berggren expressed special thanks to Wayne Schaper, Fredda Yurk and Ricki 

Finstad for their hard work during the  Treasurers’ transition and the COVID-19 crisis.  He 

remarked on the upheaval for Palm Sunday services.  Instead of the traditional parade of 

palm branches through the sanctuary, he and Mr. Schaper delivered palm branches to 

area neighbors.  The Food Pantry continues to do an amazing job, working hard to fill the 

increased demand fueled by the stay-at-home order.  He noted with gratitude that  
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Holy Cross has been able to keep employees working.  Pastor Berggren is coming to  

the office daily. The office staff has been working some from home, and housekeeping 

has had time for deep cleaning projects.  Pastor Berggren has been reaching out to 

parishioners by phone, as have Deacon Davidson and Sussy Terry; members of the 

congregation are also checking on each other.  The ELC is also working hard to keep 

things going.  They have been working online, one teacher per day.  Graduation and the 

annual fundraiser are question marks at present.  Pastor Berggren continues his efforts 

to find ways to reach out to people, and he wanted to especially recognize the efforts of 

Pat Curran for working on the weekly printed service which appears on the website and 

to Warren Schick for posting it and sending updates via email blasts.   

 

Old Business and Committee Reports : 
 

Kay Vaccaro announced that she will be the WELCA liaison since Bettie Baring is no longer on 

Council.  Unfortunately, with the stay-at-home order WELCA has not been able to conduct its normal 

group activities either.  The shipping of the LWR quilts has also been postponed.  Thanks to Ms. 

Baring for serving as WELCA Council Liaison! 
 

President Lambeth updated Council on the Telge property.  The sale of Lots 3 and 4 have 

closed, and the proceeds have been placed in a Vanguard Money Market account  while the 

Financial Review Committee considers investment opportunities for these funds.   Lots 1 

and 2 remain available. 

 

Other Old Business and Committee Reports:  

• Ms. Lambeth reported that Crafty Ladies procured the removable signs for the west 

parking lot.  

• Ms. Lambeth noted that the professional evaluations were going well, but have 

been interrupted because of COVID-19.  Pastor Berggren’s is complete, and Deacon 

Davidson’s is half done.  She noted that Marsha Thompson was helping with this.  

• There was a brief discussion of Building and Grounds issues.  The campus was 

inspected for termites, the urinal in the men’s room was repaired, the lawn was 

sprayed for weeds, and Pastor Berggren trimmed overgrown mulberry branc hes.   

• Job Openings:   Council discussed the ongoing search for a new Organist, and Pastor 

Berggren is pursuing some interim possibilities.   The search for a Youth & Family 

Director is still underway.  Council members suggested posting a notice on the 

Synod website, as well as on Facebook. 

• President Lambeth announced that a new defibrillator was purchased with funds 

from memorials given in honor of Calvin Remmert, who was instrumental in getting 

the first defibrillator for Holy Cross.    
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New Business: 

• President Lambeth nominated Sharon Wagner to serve as Vice President of the 

Council.  A motion was made, duly seconded and approved by Council.  

• Ms. Lambeth also noted the need to fill the vacant  seat on Council, which has one 

year left in its term.  It is the responsibility of Council to appoint a person to fill 

the remainder of the term.  Council agreed on a candidate, and President Lambeth 

will contact them to see if they are willing to serve. 

• Ms. Wagner brought up the subject of Easter lilies.  Since there were no in-church 

Easter services this year, Holy Cross did not have its usual lily program.  Ms. 

Wagner noted the extreme hardship faced by small businesses such as our lily and 

poinsettia supplier (Martin’s Greenhouse), who has been so loyal to HCLC over the 

years.  Council discussed several possibi lities for helping out and voted to send 

$375 to the company to help cover the cost of the unsold lilies.  Ms. Wagner  will 

contact Martin’s Greenhouse. 

• Council discussed at length the social media presence of Holy Cross as a way to 

reach out to members and visitors, in addition to email blasts and the website.  

During the stay-at-home order many businesses and churches have increasingly 

turned to videoconferencing on sites such as Zoom and Microsoft Teams, Facebook 

Live, etc.  Council discussed what ways other churches are reaching out to 

members, and Ms. Kilkenny and Ms. Vaccaro offered to research platforms that 

might be appropriate for HCLC.  

• President Lambeth introduced a Communion Outreach idea to reach homebound 

members.  Bettye Raschke and Karen Yoder prepared small bags that included 

bread, wine and a printed Order of Service.  Council members took bags to deliver 

to members who live in their neighborhoods.   

 

 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20, 2020 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Julie Kilkenny 

 

 


